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D’DW‘I nN D"'I'?N The account of the creation, its commencement, progress, and completion, bears the marks, both in
form and substance, of a historical document in which it is intended that we should accept as actual
f"lRﬂ NNy truth, not only the assertion that God created the heavens, and the earth, and all that lives and
: moves in the world, but aiso the description of the creation itseif in all its several stages. If we look
merely at the form of this document, its place at the beginning of the book of Genesis is sufficient to
Gen1:2  The earth was without form and void, 11h -Inﬁj ?ﬁ$‘” warrant the expectation that it will give us history, and not fiction, or human speculation. As the
and darkness was over the face of development of the human family has been from the first a historical fact, and as man really occupies
‘Jx:::;’:’:x‘:{n"::ﬂi":;z_ e '757 ‘[WI‘h 'l-l:'l that piace in the world which this record assigns him, the creation of man, as well as that of the earth
D"'IBN'HTI D11n on which, and the heaven for which, he is to live, must also be a work of God, |.e., a fact of objective
truth and reality. The grand simplicity of the account is in perfect harmony with the fact. “The whole
!m—‘jy an-WJ narrative is sober, definite, clear, and concrete. The historical events described contain a rich
treasury of speculative thoughts and poetical glory; but they themselves are free from the influence

: n‘ﬂn of human invention and human philosophizing® (Defitzsch). This is also true of the arrangement of the |

i whole. The work of creation does not fall, as Herder and others maintain, into two triads of days, with |
Gen1:3  And God said, “Let there be ight,” e D“I")R _Inx.q the work of the second answering to that of the first. For although the creation of the light on the first
and thara wae linht sy 1 dav seems to corresoond to that of the liaht-bearina stars on the fourth. there is no realitv in the
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